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Itis night. Your are driving down a deserted road. The 
beam of your headlights picks up a dark shape along 
the side of the road. First, you think it might be a 
hitchhiker... 


Suddenly it steps out into the road... It is a great 
hairy creature. Its long arms dangle down near its 
knees. 


It turns toward the car, then throws up a hand to 
shield its eyes from the light. In that instant, you geta 
good look at its face, and that’s what really scares 
you. It is the face of an ape, but not quite an ape... 


You swerve wildly to avoid hitting the thing. As you 
brush close, it lets out a terrifying, high-pitched 
scream... 


Badly shaken, you drive on as quickly as you can.... 
You know what you have seen—it is the legendary 
. monster, 


Bicroot 


EEE ELE 


Most Archway Paperbacks are available at special quantity discounts 
for bulk purchases for sales promotions, premiums or fund raising. 
Special books or book excerpts can also be created to fit specific needs. 


For details write or telephone the office of the Vice President of Special 
Markets, Pocket Books, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New 
York 10020, 212-245-1760. 


BIGFOOT: 


AMERICAS 
NUMBER ONE MONSTER 


DANIEL COHEN 


Illustrated with photographs 
and drawings 


AN ARCHWAY PAPERBACK 
Published by POCKET BOOKS e NEW YORK 


The illustrations on these pages are used by permission and 

through the courtesy of: American Museum of Natural History, Contents 
pages 61, 110; R. J. Duffey, Times Herald-Record, Middletown, 
New York, page 78; Eastman’s Studio, Susanville, California, 
page 8; Belvedere by George Cranshaw © 1961 by Field Enter- 
prises, Inc. Courtesy of Field Newspaper Syndicate, page 53; 
Loren Coleman, pages 36-38; Ron Garrison, San Diego Zoo, 


page 110; Martin Honeysett, page 27; Morton Kunstler, page 19; 
The National Geographic Society, page 111; chart copyright 1968 | Here Comes BiGroor 1 
by the National Wildlife Federation, reprinted from the April- 2 BicFoot CouNTRY 7 
May issue of National Wildlife Magazine, from the article “‘The 
Search for Bigfoot’ by Dick Kirkpatrick, page 69; Ivan 3 MIDWESTERN MONSTERS 21 
Sanderson, pages 12, 44; Saucer News, page 105; United Press In- Fa 
ternational, pages 4, 14; Canadian UFO Report/Fortean Times, 0-Mo 32 
page 104. 5 THE MINNESOTA ICEMAN 41 . 
6 OKLAHOMA’S ABOMINABLE CHICKEN 
Man 51 
AN ARCHWAY PAPERBACK Original 
J 7 Bicroot Goes Soutn 59 
An Archway Paperback published by Tur ¢ 
POCKET BOOKS, a Simon & Schuster division of 8 THE SKUNK APE 65 
ULF & WES ‘ORP' 

1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y, 10020 9 EASTERN MonsTERS 72 
Copyright © 1982 by Daniel Cohen 10 Bicroort History 80 
All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce 11 BiGFooT WorLDWIDE 92 
this book or portions thereof in any form whatsoever. 
For information address Pocket Books, 1230 Avenue 12 BIGFOOT IN BLACK PANTs 100 
of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020 

13. WuaT Is BicFoot? 107 


ISBN: 0-671-43919-7 I 

NDE. 
First Archway Paperback printing June, 1982 x 17 
1090857 560.554, 3-2) °1 


AN ARCHWAY PAPERBACK and colophon are 
trademarks of Simon & Schuster. 


Printed in the U.S.A. 
IL 4+ 


Imagine this. It is night. You are driving down 
a deserted road. The beam of your headlights 
picks up a dark shape along the side of the 
road. First, you think it might be a hitchhiker, 
so you slow down. As you draw closer, you 
become aware of the great size of the shape. 
This is no ordinary hitchhiker. You decide to 
speed up again to get away from whatever it is. 

Suddenly it steps out into the road. Now it is 
directly in your headlights. You can see it 
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The creature commonly called Bigfoot has been 
known by many different names in different parts 
of the country. 


Here Comes Bigfoot 


clearly. It is not a hitchhiker. It is not even 
human. It is a great hairy creature, 13 jong 
arms dangle down ne2r jis knees. 

{turns toward the car, then throws up a 
hand to shield its eyes from the light. In that 
instant you get a good look at its face, and 
that’s what really scares you. It is the face of 
an ape, but not quite an ape—something more. 
It is a face that is almost human. 

You swerve wildly to avoid hitting the thing. 
As you brush close it lets out a terrifying, high- 
pitched scream. A strong, sickening odor 
reaches your nostrils. 

Badly shaken, you drive on as quickly as you 
can, Behind you there is only blackness. You 
have no thought of going back to investigate. 
You know what you have seen—it is the legen- 
dary monster, Bigfoot. 

Now you have a problem. What will you tell 
people? Will you tell people at all? If you told 
such a story, many people would laugh at you. - 
They would think you were a liar. They might 
even think that you were crazy. 

As you drive on, and become calmer, you 
begin to have doubts. Did you really see what 
you thought you saw? Perhaps what you saw 
was only a bear, and you just got overexcited. 
Perhaps it was all a hallucination brought on by 
being tired. ; 

Now that may sound like the beginning of a 
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Bigfoot got its name from its large footprints, 
which look almost human. This one, found in Ore- 


gon, was seventeen inches long. 


Here Comes Bigfoot 


horror story—a piece of fiction. But many peo- 
ple—hundreds, perhaps thousands in the 
United States—have claimed they have had 
similar experiences. Every portion of the U. S. 
has reported its share of Bigfoot encounters— 
some far more startling than the one that I have 
described. 

In this book we are going to examine some of 
these stories. There is no possible way in 
which one little book can tell all of the tales. 
What | am going to try to do is give a sample of 
stories from all around the country. The aim is 
to show that Bigfoot is truly America’s number 
one monster. 

Of course, you will want to know whether all 
of these stories are true. That is a question that 
I cannot answer. They are all reported as being 
true. A few of the cases were investigated. 
Most were not. Sometimes the only evidence 
we have is an old newspaper clipping or book. 

Monster buffs—people who are very inter- 
ested in monsters—tend to believe many of 
these stories. They say that there are so many 
stories some must be true. Skeptics, and that 
includes most scientists, do not believe the 
stories. They point out that there has never 
been a single shred of solid evidence that a 
creature like Bigfoot exists. We will go over 
the problem of whether Bigfoot is real or not in 
the final chapter. 
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In the meantime, you’re going to discover 
that people all over the country are seeing, 
hearing, and smelling something very Strange. 
Or they say they are. Keep your eyes open. 
You may read about Bigfoot being seen right 
near where you live. 


In Willow Creek, California, there is an eight- 
foot-tall wooden statue of something that looks 
like a giant ape. It is a monument to Bigfoot 
lovingly carved by monster hunter Jim McCla- 
rin. It isn’t the only monument to Bigfoot in the 
Pacific Northwest. There are Bigfoot motels 
and Bigfoot diners. There is even an occasional 
Bigfoot festival. 

The Pacific Northwest—that is, northern 
California, Oregon, and Washington—is Big- ° 
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A carved wooden statue of Bigfoot in Willo 
Creek, California. 
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Bigfoot Country 


foot country. Across the border in western 
Canada the thing is called Sasquatch. Some 
people think that Bigfoot, or Sasquatch, is seen 
only in the Pacific Northwest. We will see that 
is far from true. But it is also true that many of 
the best accounts of the creature do come from 
this region. 

Many of these stories are already well 
known. There is no reason to go into them in 
detail again. Still, no one can set out to learn 
about America’s number one monster without 
reviewing the highlights from Bigfoot country. 

Where did it all begin? That’s hard to say. 
People have reported that there has been a big, 
hairy, not-quite-human thing walking around 
the forests of the Pacific Northwest for a long 
time. 

Bigfoot became more than a local story back 
in 1958. In October of that year a bulldozer 
operator named Jerry Crew was working in the 
woods near Bluff Creek Valley, in California. 
One day Crew found a lot of huge, humanlike 
footprints around his camp. The weather had 
been wet and the prints were deeply sunk into 
the mud. Each footprint was about sixteen 
inches long and seven inches wide. The aver- 
age adult human foot is only about ten or 
eleven inches long and four inches wide. 

Jerry Crew made a plaster cast of one of the 
giant prints. Then he had someone take his 
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picture holding the cast. The model footprint 
stretched from his neck to his middle. The 
photo of Crew and the footprint appeared in 
newspapers all over the country. Suddenly 
Bigfoot became famous. 

After that a lot of older Bigfoot stories were 
retold. Some of these stories were quite sensa- 
tional. The most sensational was about a place 
called Ape Canyon. The canyon is located in 
the Mount St. Helens range in Washington 
State. It is about seventy-five miles north of 
Portland, Oregon. 

A man named Fred Beck said that in 1924 he 
and a group of other miners were staying ina 
cabin in the canyon. One day the men saw a 
huge ape, or ape-man, staring at them. They 
were badly frightened, and one of the men 
grabbed a rifle. He shot at the creature, wound- 
ing it. Later that day they saw another one of 
the ape-men. This time Beck said he shot it, 
apparently killing it. The creature tumbled 
down a cliff and the body could not be found. 

After being shot at, the apes can hardly be 
blamed for striking back. And they did—that 
very evening. The miners went into their cabin, 
which had no windows. After dark they heard a 
heavy pounding on the cabin walls and roof. It 
sounded as though someone or some thing was 
throwing huge rocks at the cabin. The cabin 
was strongly built, so the rocks did no real 
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damage. But the men were too frightened to go 
out and see what was going on. The following 
morning the men found large rocks scattered 
around the cabin. They also found many large 
footprints. That experience was quite enough 
for the miners. They left the area quickly. 

Later a group of heavily armed men was . 
supposed to have gone back to find the giant 
apes. They didn’t find anything except the foot- 
prints. After the attack, the place where the hut 
had been became known as Ape Canyon. 

If giant apes ever did live in Ape Canyon, 
they are certainly gone now. The whole area 
has been devastated by the eruption of the 
Mount St. Helens volcano. 

A man named Albert Ostman claimed that in 
1924, the same year the attack was supposed to 
have taken place in Ape Canyon, he was kid- 
napped by the Canadian equivalent of Big- 
foot—the Sasquatch. Ostman was a prospec- 
tor. He said that in 1924 he was prospecting 
alone at a remote spot called Toba Inlet. It is an 
area just opposite Vancouver Island on Can- 
ada’s western shore. 

Ostman was in his sleeping bag one night. A 
Sasquatch entered his camp and just rolled him 
up in the bag and carried him off. Ostman said 
that he was forced to spend about a week with 
a Sasquatch family. There was the eight-foot- 
tall father, a teenaged son about a foot shorter, 
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and a mother. They didn’t hurt him. Mostly 
they just seemed to be curious about him. 

The Sasquatch family described by Albert 
Ostman were more like very primitive humans 
than apes. They even seemed to have a sort of 
simple language. 


A drawing of the Sasquatch that kidnapped Al- 
bert Ostman. 


Finally Ostman managed to escape the Sas- 
quatch family and return to civilization. But he 
didn’t tell anyone about his experience for 
many years. He said that he was afraid that 
people would not believe him. In fact, he didn’t 
tell anyone until 1957. He decided to break his 
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silence then because people had begun to take 
the whole subject more seriously. 

After he recounted his tale of being kid- 
napped by a Sasquatch, Albert Ostman became 
something of a celebrity. People who were in- 
terested in Bigfoot came from all over the 
country to see him. Some people went away 
feeling they had been told a big fat lie. They 
thought that Ostman was secretly laughing at 
them. Others were absolutely sure that he was 
(clling the truth. They didn’t think that he was 
the sort of man who ever would, or could, 
make up such a fantastic story. But most peo- 
ple who met Albert Ostman just weren’t sure. 
Ostman stuck to his story until the day he died. 

Interest in Bigfoot really picked up during 
the 1960s. There were many reported sightings 
of the creature. A large number of footprints 
were found. But people can make mistakes and 
footprints can be faked. People who were not 
sure about Bigfoot said more proof was 
needed. Then in 1968 there came what first 
seemed like an absolutely amazing bit of evi- 
dence. It was a brief color film of Bigfoot walk- 
ing through the woods. The film was taken by 
two men, Roger Patterson and Bob Gimlin. 
They said they shot it in the northern California 
wilderness. They also brought back casts of the 
creature’s footprints. 

Capturing the monster on film was not an 
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A frame from the fancds Bigfoot film taken by 
Roger Patterson and Bob Gimlin. 


Bigfoot Country 


wecident, Patterson was a longtime monster 
twill, He had even written a book on the subject 
of Wigfoot. He had searched for the creature 
for years. This time he deliberately set out to 
photograph it in an area where many sightings 
hd been reported. If Patterson was to be be- 
lieved, he succeeded. 

hat is the problem. Was Patterson to be 
believed? Did things happen exactly as he and 
Gimlin said they did? Some people who do not 
believe in Bigfoot point out that the two men 
tried to make money on the film. They wanted 
to sell it to television. They tried to sell their 
story to magazines. They never did make as 
much as they had hoped, but the expedition 
was profitable. They certainly had a motive for 
faking a film. 

On the other side, they were pretty good 
about letting scientists view the film. They did 
not seem to be afraid that anyone would ex- 
pose the film as a hoax. 

Many of the scientists who saw the film did 
not quite know what to make of it. Most 
thought the creature looked a little strange. It 
seemed to be walking with unusually long 
strides. It was almost as though a bad actor 
were trying to imitate the walk of a monster. 
But no one was sure the creature in the film 
was a fake. Certainly no one could prove it. 
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Commented one scientist, “I couldn’t see the — 


zipper and I still can’t.” 
The Patterson—Gimlin film is generally con- 
sidered to be the best piece of evidence for the 


existence of Bigfoot. But it isn’t the final evi- _ 


dence. There are still plenty of doubters. 


Among scientists there are many more doub- 


ters than believers. 

Since the success of the Patterson-Gimlin 
film several other monster hunters have 
claimed that they too have motion pictures of 
Bigfoot. Some of these films are so obviously 
faked that even the most determined monster 


buff cannot believe in them. The man who shot _ 


a 1970 Bigfoot film had been seen buying old 
fur coats before the film was made. When some 
of the frames of the film are blown up you can 
actually see where the fur was sewn together! 

In May 1977 three young men tried to engi- 
neer a fairly elaborate hoax in Vancouver, Brit- 
ish Columbia. They made up a Bigfoot cos- 
tume. One of them dressed in the costume and 
ran across the road in front of a bus. Another 
hoaxer was on the bus. He was supposed to 
point the thing out to the other passengers just 
in case they missed it. He was going to create 
excitement on the bus. The hoaxers kept in 
contact with another via walkie-talkies. 

The account first got a great deal of public- 
ity, but the hoaxers soon confessed. 
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So much for known hoaxes—for the mo- 
ment, at least. We must just keep in mind the 
fet that there have been Bigfoot hoaxes in the 
past and there will be more of them in the 
future. . 

Let’s look 2{ 2 random sampling of some of 
the less well known cases from »igfoot coun- 
try. 

Early in the morning of March 5, 1969, a man 
named Don Cox was driving along Highway 14 
near Beacon Rock State Park in Skamania 
County, Washington. He had slowed his car 
while going through a fogbank. Suddenly a 
huge creature loomed up on the road in front of 
him. 

Cox’s first thought was that there was a tree 
leaning over the road. 

“TI slowed my car further and turned my 
headlights to high beam. Then I saw it was a 
fur-covered human form with the face of an 
ape. He ran across the road in front of the car, 
leaped up a forty-degree slope, and disap- 
peared into the woods.” 

Some people thought Cox had seen a bear 
but was confused by the darkness and the fog. 
Cox insisted that a bear could never have made 
the sort of jump he had seen this creature 
make. 

Actually there were so many Bigfoot sight- 
ings reported in the area that the Skamania 
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County Board of Commissioners decided to do 
something about it. They passed a law making 


it illegal to kill a Bigfoot. The punishment was a — 
ten-thousand-dollar fine and up to five years in — 


jail. So far no one has been prosecuted under 
this law. 

_ William Re Said that when he met Bigfoot 
tace to face he thought about shooting the crea- 
ture. But then he decided it looked too human. 

Roe said that his meeting came in 1955 at a 
place called Tete Jaune Cashe, in British Co- 
lumbia. He had been out hunting. In a sworn 
statement Roe said, “My first impression was 
of a huge man about six feet tall, almost three 
feet wide, and probably weighing somewhere 
near three hundred pounds. It was covered 
from head to foot with dark brown, silver- 
tipped hair . . . the hair that covered it leaving 
bare only the parts of its face around the 
mouth, nose, and ears made it resemble an 
animal as much as a human. None of this hair, 
even on the back of its head, was longer than 
an inch.” 

But after gazing at it closely, Roe knew that 
if he shot it he would never forgive himself. So 
the creature lumbered, unharmed, back into 
the woods. 

West Coast newspapers reported that a 
couple of Mill Valley, California, policemen 
may have run into a Bigfoot. On the night of 
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Drawing of a Sasquatch. 


April 17, 1976, the two officers were called out 
to investigate strange noises. A woman said 
that she heard “screaming and screeching and 
growling” in a ravine below her home. The 
officers were ordered to make a routine investi- 
gation. 

When they arrived on the scene the officers 
heard “high-pitched sounds like something was 
screaming or howling.” They could hear some- 
thing moving through the brush. It was so close 
they could even hear it breathing. The officers 
decided it was time to leave. As they retreated, 
their flashlight beam fell on a “large dark- 
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colored thing” walking upright. The thing then 
scaled an eight-foot wall and disappeared into 
the night. 

The following morning the officers examined 
the scene in the light. This time they found a 
dead deer. The deer had its neck broken and 
had been practically ripped apart. People from 
the local humane society said the deer had 
been: xilled by a mountain lion. They think that 
the officers may have seen the lion jumping. In 
the darkness and confusion of the momeni they 
thought it was walking upright. 

Monster buffs usually scoff at such simple 
explanations. They naturally scoffed at this 
one. 


20 


3 


MIDWESTERN 
NIoNSTERS 


“Apparently this monster . . . will be listed as 
another of West-Central Indiana’s UFOs 
(unidentified furry objects).” That was the con- 
clusion of the Crawfordsville (Indiana) Journal 
and Review about a flock of reports of Bigfoot- 
type creatures in the early 1970s. 

Next to Bigfoot country, in the Pacific 
Northwest, there have probably been more 
Bigfoot sightings in the Midwest than in any 
other part of the U.S. 
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Stories about Bigfoot-type creatures have 


been around for years in the Midwest. J ust how 
many years no one seems quite sure. A 1946 
issue of a publication devoted to collecting 
Midwestern folklore reported on the stories: 

“Another type of story that is of much more 
concern to us here in Southern Illinois nowa- 
days is the ‘strange beast’ legend. . . . Every 
few years some community reports the pres- 
ence of a mysterious beast over in the local 
creek bottom.” 

The author of the article did not know where 
or how such stories originated. But one set of 
reports seems to have started at a place called 
the Gum Creek bottom, near Mount Vernon, 
Illinois. During the summer of 1941 a local 
minister was hunting along the creek. Suddenly 
a large animal jumped out of a tree near him. 
He said it looked like a baboon. The thing then 
stood upright and started walking toward him. 
The minister was frightened and struck at it 
with the barrel of his gun. This had no effect, 
so the preacher next fired some shots into the 
air. This drove the thing away. 

Over the next year rural people in the area 
reported seeing the creature, its tracks, or 
hearing it scream. By 1942 excitement was run- 
ning high. A farmer said that the thing had 
killed his dog. A call went out for volunteers 
for a mass hunt. A real “monster mania” had 
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started, Actually, several hunting parties were 
formed. Those armed with guns were intent on 
billing the creature. Others carrying nets and 
sopes wanted to bring it back alive. But it was 
wot to be brought back, dead or alive. 

Instead of being trapped the creature seemed 
io extend its range. It was now seen over a 
much wider area. A man driving near the Big 
Muddy River in Jackson County, Illinois, saw 
the beast run across the road one night. Hunt- 
ers found its footprints fifty miles from the 
original site. y 

Thirty years later they were still hunting two- 
legged hairy creatures in the Midwest. On the 
morning of September 20, 1972, the sheriff of 
Parke County, Indiana, broadcast this warning: 

“Attention all counties surrounding Parke 
County. Be on the lookout for a ten-foot-tall 
monster. It is covered with fur and its feet are 
twenty-one inches long.” 

The warning was prompted by several mon- 
ster reports to the sheriff’s office. The sheriff 
didn’t necessarily believe the reports. He said, 

“I’m not ruling out anything at this point. 

A white-haired Bigfoot was spotted in rural 
Kentucky in October 1980. The thing had 
walked up onto the porch of a home owned by 
Charles Fulton. Fulton said it had long white 
hair and “glowing animallike eyes.” It was also 
over seven feet tall. 
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Sometimes a bear has been mistaken for Bigfoot. 


Fulton fired at the creature with a .22-caliber 
pistol, but the shots had no effect. 

“Tt loped off at a slow-motion kind of gal- 
lop,” he said. 

Probably the most complete Indiana monster 
tale was told by a farmer identified only as 
D.K. He said he saw the thing several times in 
1971 and 1972. 

He said it was “big—real big . . . the head 
wasn’t shaped like an ape’s and I don’t think 
that it looked like a man’s head either. It 
looked like a helmet but it was furry. . . . It was 
dark. I couldn’t see the details too well.” 

If D.K. didn’t see the thing too well, he 
could smell it all too well. “The smell made you 
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want to throw up.” He said it was something 
like a “decaying meat and vegetable combina- 
tion.” 

The local sheriff didn’t think much of D.K.’s 
stories. Neither did his friends. D.K. decided 
that the only way to prove to people that he 
was not a liar was to shoot the thing. One night 
he was awakened by the sound of his dogs 
barking at the monster. He grabbed his shotgun 
and rushed out of the house. He tried to track it 
but lost the trail in the woods. D.K. did not 
know that his mother was watching out of the 
window. She saw that the creature had doubled 
back and started to trail him! It followed for 
only a short time, then disappeared back into 
the woods. 

D.K. insisted that one night the thing pried 
an aluminum storm window right out of his 
house. He wasn’t home at the time, but it 
nearly scared his wife and sister-in-law to 
death. 

D.K.’s final chase of the monster came in 
December of 1972. 

“It went through the cemetery. I was by 
myself, no dogs. I chased it up toward the 
woods. Then I doubled back to the cemetery 
and waited. But it never did come back.” 

In their book The Unidentified, Jerome Clark 
and Loren Coleman tell what happened in the 
village of Roachdale, Indiana, in 1972. They 
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said that a huge apelike animal was seen regu- — 
larly over a period of about two to three weeks. — 


One farmer in the area said that he lost 170 


chickens. The chickens were not eaten—they ~ 
had been ripped apart. The farmer thought the — 


monster was responsible. 


People in parked cars seem to be particular ~ 


targets of Bigfoot-type monsters. For example, 
four young people who were in a parked car 
near Decatur, Illinois, on September 22, 1965, 
were approached by a manlike monster. They 
drove away as quickly as they could. Later the 
boys returned to the spot but could find noth- 


ing. The police investigated. They couldn’t find — 


anything either. “We don’t know what they 
saw,” said one policeman. “But they appear to 
have been well frightened.” 

A young couple were sitting in a parked car 
near a small town in Illinois, on August 11, 
1968. A huge figure approached the car and 
frightened them both badly. Small wonder they 
were frightened. They said the thing was about 
ten feet tall “with a head as large as a steering 
wheel and a dark hairy face.” But all it did was 
throw dirt at them through an open car win- 
dow. 

A much more violent encounter was re- 
ported near Monroe, Wisconsin, in August 
1965. In this case the monster was supposed to 
have reached right through the window and 
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grabbed one of the two women sitting in the 
car. 

The other woman said, “We both screamed, 
but the monster kept beating her head against 
the door until Christine fainted. I jumped out of 
the car and ran to a house for help.” Despite 
the apparent ferocity of the attack, no one was 
badly injured. 

The same aggressive creature apparently 
jumped on David Thomas’s car later that day. 
At first Thomas thought the thing was a neigh- 
borhood joker in an ape costume. He got out of 
his car. He was going to take a swing at it. 
When Thomas saw the thing was much bigger 
than he was, he was sorry he ever got out. The 


It"s funny! Now we're actually face 
to face, I'm not the least bit frightened. 
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creature gave him a shove, and Thomas 


jumped back into his car. As he drove off, the 
thing was beating on the roof of the car. 
Several other people reported seeing and 
smelling it the same night. It smelled awful, 
they said. It also grunted and growled a lot. 
The Farmer City, Illinois, monster made its 
first appearance at about 10:30 in the evening 
of May 1970. Three eighteen-year-olds were 
out camping in an isolated spot. They heard 
some funny noises. One of them went over to 
the car and turned on the headlights. A hairy 
two-legged thing was squatting near their tent. 
It ran away as soon as it saw the light. The 
campers did not stick around for long either. 
After that story appeared in the newspapers, 


the monster, or its glowing eyes, was seen by - 


about a dozen other campers. It wasn’t until 
July 15 that a policeman was sent out to check 
on the stories. He said, “Out of the corner of 
my eye I could see these two extremely bright 
eyes. It was just like it was standing there 
staring at me.” When the officer turned around 
the eyes disappeared. He never did discover 
what owned those eyes. But he did find one of 
the campsites completely torn up. 

Before the sightings a number of hogs in the 
area had disappeared. At first local people said 
wild dogs were responsible. After the monster 
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stories, some people began to blame the mon- 
ater. 

A story carried in the Peoria, Illinois, Jour- 
nal Star of July 26, 1972, described the claim of 
young man named Randy Emert. He said he 
saw the monster two different times in two 
months. 

A lot of people didn’t take Emert’s story 
seriously. At the time there was a lot of public- 
ity in the newspapers about Mo-Mo, the Mis- 
souri Monster. You will meet Mo-Mo in the 
next chapter. People thought the young man 
had been influenced by what he had read or had 
seen on TV. Emert insisted that he was in- 
fluenced only by what he had seen in the 
woods. He said that a lot of his friends had also 
seen the thing, but he was the only one who 
had the guts to speak up. 

In most respects it was the traditional Big- 
foot type of monster. It was between eight and 
twelve feet tall and had the usual terrible odor. 
But the creature that Emert said he saw had 
whitish fur, not the usual black or brown fur. 

Emert said that he found an abandoned 
house in the woods that had Bigfoot prints all 
around it. There was a hole dug under the 
basement. Emert thought that this might have 
been the monster’s hiding place or den. But no 
monster was ever found there. 
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The day after the story appeared, a monster 
mania broke out in the region. About a hundred 
armed men stormed into the woods looking for 
the thing. Not all of them may have been en- 
tirely serious. Not all of them may have been 
entirely sober either. One man shot himself in 
the leg. The monster, if it existed, kept out of 
sight that day. 

The police of Cairo, Illinois, were not at all 
serious about Bigfoot. But they were very seri- 
ous about monster hunters. They chased peo- 
ple out of the woods. The police commissioner 
said he wanted people out of the woods before 
someone got hurt. He also said that anyone 
who reported seeing the monster was going to 
have to take a drunk test. 

Wisconsin has had its share of Bigfoot sight- 
ings. But like everywhere else in the U.S. it has 
also had its Bigfoot hoaxes. There was a good 
deal of Bigfoot excitement around Cashton, 
Wisconsin, in September 1976. People had 
sighted a large hairy monster in the woods. 
Giant footprints were found. But then, much to 
the disappointment of monster lovers, the 
story fell apart. Four young men confessed that 
it was all a hoax. They had used a halloween 
mask and phony feet to fool people. 

End of story. Well, perhaps, but some mon- 
ster buffs are not so sure. They say that people 
reported that the monster was seven feet tall, 


30 


Midwestern Monsters 


that it bellowed like a bull night and day and 
had a horrible odor. A 

Some monster buffs were not convinced that 
all the sightings were due to the hoax. One 
said, “How did the boys manage to look seven 
feet tall and to smell so bad, much less stay in 
the farmer’s woods bellowing night and day? 
Clever chaps! It appears that they may have 
been latecomers.” 

Was there a real Bigfoot near Cashton, Wis- 
consin, along with the jokers? Or did the ex- 
cited witnesses just exaggerate their stories? 
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An outbreak of “monster mania” swept the 
area around Louisiana, Missouri, in mid-July 
1972. The first monster sighting was made by 
Terry Harrison, age eight, and his sister, age 


fifteen. They said they saw a big hairy thing in © 


the woods near their house. It seemed to be 
looking at the house. When they screamed, it 
walked away. No one else in the family saw it, 
but they believed the children’s story. 


A fisherman named Ellis Minor also said he — 
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saw the thing. “I was sitting right here in front 
of my house—the rest of the family were at a 
fair at Pleasant Hill. My white bird dog began 
to growl. He’s usually quiet. And I shone a 
light, right there about twenty feet up the road. 
lt was standing there, hair black as coal. I 
couldn’t see its eyes or face—it had hair nearly 
down to its chest. As soon as I threw the lighf 
on it, it whirled and took off thataway. It’s the 
first time I ever saw an ugly-looking thing like 
that.” 

The newspapers dubbed the thing the Mis- 
souri Monster, or Mo-Mo. 

More reports came in and they became wil- 
der and wilder. Some people said the thing was 
twelve feet tall. Many reported that it had an 
awful smell. Some boys who said they met it in 
the woods reported that it growled at them. 
Then they ran away. One story said it had been 
seen crossing the highway with a sheep or dog 
in its mouth. Another version of the same re- 
port said that it only had the sheep or dog 
under its arm. There was even a story that it 
had picked up the rear end of a small car. That 
story was later called false. 

By July 19 there was enough excitement to 
get out a monster-hunting party. About twenty- 
five men tramped through the woods and over 
the hills. They found nothing—not even a foot- 
print. 
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However, footprints were found right 
town. The creature was supposed to have bi 
seen by a woman who said it was in her back. 
yard. The family dog took off after it, and 
never seen again. It was reported that th 
police found two kinds of footprints while j 
vestigating. Oné print was eight to ten inches 
long and five inches wide. The other was fo 
to five inches long, curved in the middle and 
had only three toes. 

An odd footnote to the Mo-Mo story ap- 
peared at the end of July. It took place near 

New Canton, Illinois, which is about eightee: 
miles from Louisiana, Missouri, on the other 
side of the Mississippi River. Two off-duty 
policemen were driving just south of the town. 
They saw a “green, long-tailed strange-looking 
creature” cross the road in front of them and 
plunge into the woods. The policemen stopped 
their car. Screams were coming from the 
woods. They investigated, but found only two 
empty cars. The next day they went back to the 
spot. This time they found something. It was a 
costume with a lizardlike body and froglike 
head. 

Some people seemed to think that this solved 
the Mo-Mo mystery. But monster buffs reject 
that suggestion. Mo-Mo, they say, looked like 
a gorilla, not a dragon. 

The Mo-Mo publicity inspired monster hunt- 
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ers to start digging into their files of old news- 
puper clippings and reports. They wanted to 
see if they could find other reports about Mo- 
Mo. They found plenty. 

Without a doubt, the most sensational tale 
was the one told by two girls. In the summer of 
1971 the girls were driving from Hannibal, Mis- 
souri, to Saint Louis. They were traveling 
down Highway 70. Just north of the town of 
Louisiana they pulled off the road to eat a 
picnic lunch. ; 

They parked in what looked like a quiet spot. 
As they started to eat, they became aware of a 
terrible smell. One said it was “like a family of 
skunks.” Then they heard a noise in the bushes 
behind them. What happened next was de- 
scribed by one of the girls. 

“J turned around and this thing was standing 
there in the thicket. The weeds were pretty 
high and I just saw the top part of the creature. 
It was staring down at us.” 

The two terrified girls rushed to their car and 
locked the doors. They were about to drive 
away when they realized that they had left the 
keys outside with their picnic lunch. : 

They described the monster as being 
“apelike, except that it was also human. It was 
half ape, half man.” It made a gurgling sound. 

“Tt walked upright on two feet and its arms 
dangled way down,” they said. “The arms were 
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Three different drawings of Mo-Mo made by wit- 
nesses during the 1972 scare (pages 36-38). 


(Courtesy of Loren Coleman) 


(Courtesy of Loren Coleman) 


Mo-Mo 


partially covered with hair, but the hands and 
palms were hairless. We had plenty of time to 
see this because the thing came right over to 
the car and looked at it. . . . This ape-man 
wetually tried to figure out how to open the 
doors.” 

lhe girls kept the thing away by blowing the 
horn. It wandered over to where they had left 
their lunch. After inspecting the lunch; it ate a 
peanut butter sandwich and disappeared into 
the woods. The girls got their keys and drove 
away as quickly as possible. 

The two witnesses admitted that they 
couldn’t prove that the experience really hap- 


pened. “But all you have to do is go into those 
= hills to realize that an army of those. things 
Ss could live there undetected.” 

SS There were even earlier tales of Bigfoot 

> . . . 

SS types in Missouri. In the late 1940s there were 
S] rumors of something living in the swamps in 
ax southeast Missouri. It was said to be able to rip 

SS 


apart full-grown horses and cows. But it never 
ate them. There is a published report that 
someone shot it and that it looked “something 
like a gorilla.” But there are no other details 
available. 

In July 1968, a bearlike animal was spotted in 
a suburb of Saint Louis. It wandered out of the 
woods and picked up a four-year-old child that 
was playing in a backyard. The child’s aunt, 
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(Courtesy of Loren Coleman) 
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who witnessed the whole scene, screamed. 


The family dog bolted out after the creature. It 


dropped the child and ambled back into the 
woods. While the aunt said the thing looked 
like a bear, the child was shown a picture of a. 
gorilla. He said that’s what the animal looked 


like. The police conducted a search, but, as 
usual, nothing was found. 
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One of the strangest episodes in the whole Big- 
foot saga began in December 1967. Two men 
traveled to a snowbound farm in a remote area 
of Minnesota. They were shown a small un- 
heated trailer in the farmyard. Inside the 
trailer, practically filling it, was a large box. 
The owner of the trailer called it a coffin. 

The top of this coffin was covered with plate 
glass. Under the glass the coffin was filled by a 
block of ice. And frozen inside the ice was .. . 
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Well, what was it? The answer to that questior 
is still being argued about, $ 
One of the two men was the late Ivan T. 
Sanderson, writer, zoologist, and a longti : 
supporter of Bigfoot. The other was Bernar 
Heuvelmans, a Belgian-born naturalist. Heu- 
velmans too was very interested in strange and 
unknown animals. He had written books and 
articles on the subject. 
Sanderson had heard that the corpse of a- 
Bigfoot-like creature, frozen in a block of ice 
was being exhibited at carnivals throughout the j 
Midwest. He also was told that during the win- 
ter the exhibit was kept on a Minnesota farm 
owned by Frank D. Hansen. Hansen also was 
the man who took the thing around to carni- 
vals. But Hansen denied that he actually 
owned the thing in the ice. He said the real. 
Owner was a well-known multimillionaire living 
on the West Coast. This millionaire, according 
ap ina something to do with the movie 
usiness. Hansen sai 
ee said he only managed the 
f When Sanderson contacted Hansen, he was 
invited to come to Minnesota and see the thing — 
up close. At that time Heuvelmans was visiting 
the U.S. and staying with Sanderson at his 
home in New Jersey. So they both went. 
Frank Hansen was very friendly. He allowed 
the two investigators complete freedom to ex- 
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amine the coffin. The only thing that he would 
not allow them to do was melt the ice and take 
the thing out. 

The trailer was very cramped. It was hard to 
take good photographs. Sanderson had to lie 
face down on the cold plate glass to make 
drawings. The ice was foggy and hard to see 
through. But both men agreed that what they 
saw was the corpse of an unknown hairy type 
of manlike creature. 

It looked to be about six feet long and was 
covered with fairly long dark-colored hair. The 
face and palms of the hands were bare. The 
face was flat and rather apelike. It had wide 
nostrils and a slitlike mouth. Heuvelmans 
thought that he could see a bullet wound near 
the right eye. The left arm was raised, as 
though it had been trying to protect its face. 

The thing in the ice was like nothing that 
either man had ever seen before. Naturally 
they were both very excited. When Heuvel- 
mans returned to Europe he wrote an article in 
which he stated flatly that a new and unknown 
form of near-man had been discovered. San- 
derson was a bit more cautious. He called his 
friend Dr. John Napier at the Smithsonian In- 

stitution in Washington, D.C. Napier was a 
zoologist who specialized in the study of apes. 
Sanderson told Napier what he had seen and 
asked if the Smithsonian would investigate. 
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Drawing of the Minnesota Iceman. 


The Minnesota Iceman 


Napier consulted his superiors at the Smithso- 
nian and they agreed to an investigation. It 
looked as though the elusive Bigfoot was 
finally going to be pinned down. 

And then everything started going wrong. 

Most of the problems seemed to come from 
Frank D. Hansen. One problem was finding out 
where the thing in the ice had come from. Han- 
sen told different stories. The first story was 
that the thing had been found floating in a block 
of ice in a Siberian sea. It had been picked up 
by fishermen and somehow wound up in Hong 
Kong. There it had been bought by Mr. X, the 
mysterious West Coast multimillionaire. Mr. X 
had then rented it to Hansen, who took it 
around to carnivals. 

Later Hansen told a different story. He said 
that he had shot the Iceman in the Minnesota 
woods in 1960. The business about Siberia, he 
said, was just carnival talk. 

Even before he changed his story about the 
origin of the creature Hansen was causing 
problems. The Smithsonian was dead serious 
about the investigation. The head of the Smith- 
sonian wrote Hansen asking if it was possible 
to study the specimen directly. Now Hansen 
was faced with a difficult demand. It was one 
thing to let Sanderson and Heuvelmans look at 
his exhibit on his Minnesota farm. The Smith- 
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sonian actually wanted to take the exhibit. 
They might melt the ice and really get a good 
look at what was inside. 

Hansen not only refused to let the Smithso- 
nian scientists have the thing in the ice, he said 
that even he didn’t have it anymore. He said 
that the thing’s unknown owner had taken it 
back. But that did not mean that Frank D. 
Hansen was out of the carnival business. No 
indeed. He was still going to exhibit something. 
This something, he said, would “in many re- 
spects” resemble the original. The original, he 
hinted, would never be seen again. 

If the original creature was never to be seen 
again, what about those bullet wounds Heuvel- 
mans thought he saw? Had a crime been com- 
mitted and now been covered up by hiding the 
evidence? Was shooting Bigfoot murder? The 
head of the Smithsonian wrote to the F.B.I. 
But the F.B.I. wasn’t interested. J. Edgar 
Hoover, then F.B.I. director, said that since no 
federal law had been broken the Bureau could 
do nothing. 

By this time the Smithsonian scientists were 
sure that they had almost been taken in by a 
carnival hoax. They had done some investigat- 
ing in California. They found a company that 
made models for movies. The company said it 
made a rubber ape-man model for Frank D. 
Hansen in 1967. That was the same year Han- 
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sen began touring with his exhibit. Later at 
least two other companies also claimed that 
they were the model makers. 

Finally the Smithsonian announced that it 
was dropping its investigation of the Minnesota 
Iceman. This set off a whole new flood of 
rumors. Some said the scientists really had in- 
vestigated the Iceman and found it to be genu- 
ine. But they were hiding this fact from the 
public. Why? Because the existence of this 
“missing link” would upset established scien- 
tific theories. According to another rumor, the 
Mafia was mixed up in the business. Just how 
or why, no one seemed to know. 

By now everybody who had been connected 
with the Minnesota Iceman affair was pretty 
embarrassed. Everybody, that is, except Frank 
D. Hansen. He took the thing on tour again. All 
the publicity had been good for business. He 
called it the “Near-Man” or the “Siberskoye 
Creature.” A sign in front of the exhibit an- 
nounced that it had been “Investigated by the 
F.B.I.” Of course, it hadn’t. 

In April 1969 Hansen held a press confer- 
ence. He admitted that what he was showing 
was a “man-made illusion.” But pictures of the 
“illusion” seem to show that it looks a little 
different than what Sanderson and Heuvel- 
mans saw in 1968. 

A little later that year one of the sensational- 
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ist newspapers came out with a story about a 
young woman named Helen Westring. The 


story said that she had been ona hunting trip in- 
Minnesota and had been attacked by this’ 


apelike creature. She shot it through the right 


eye. There is absolutely no evidence to back up 


this wild tale. 
Frank Hansen wasn’t finished yet. He had 
another story to tell. He wrote what was sup- 


posed to be the “true” story of the Minnesota ; 


Iceman for a magazine in 1970. He said that 
years earlier he had been hunting in Minnesota 
with some friends.-He became separated from 


the rest of the group. While wandering through — 
a swamp he came upon three hairy manlike : 
creatures. One of them made a lunge toward 4 


him and Hansen shot it through the right eye. 
The creature was killed instantly. The other 
two creatures ran away, but so did Hansen. 
When he found his friends, he decided not to 
mention what had happened. 

But he worried about it. So a few days later 


he went back to the spot. It had grown cold, © 


and snow was on the ground. The ape-man’s 


corpse was now frozen stiff. Hansen said he © 
was afraid to leave it where it was, so he 


dragged it home and stuck it in his deep freeze. 


It sat in the deep freeze for seven years. He 


didn’t tell anybody about it. Then in 1967 he 
decided to have a model of the thing made. It 
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was the model he took to carnivals that year. 
The next year he decided to switch to the real 
thing. Just why he had the model built in the 
first place and then decided to use the real 
thing, the article does not make clear. 

Anyway, according to Hansen’s article San- 
derson and Heuvelmans were shown the real 
thing. But then Hansen said he got worried 
again. He might have broken some law. He 
might even be convicted of murder. After all, 
the thing did look more human than apelike. So 
he switched back to the model. The real corpse 
was hidden away somewhere, where it will 
never be found. 

That was Frank Hansen’s final word on the 
subject. Some people may have believed it. 
They may believe it still, But most people, 
even those who deeply believe in the reality of 
Bigfoot, do not believe in the Minnesota Ice- 
man. They think that there never was a real 
corpse—only a model. It was the model that 
Heuvelmans and Sanderson saw that snowy 
day in December 1968. They were looking at it 
under difficult conditions and they were fooled. 
They had spent years searching for Bigfoot 
evidence. Suddenly they thought they had 
found it. They knew they were dealing with a 
carnival showman. They should have been 
more suspicious. Carnival men are in the busi- 
ness of tricking the public. The greatest car- 
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nival man America has ever known was P. T. 
Barnum. Barnum’s slogan was, “There’s a 
sucker born every minute.” But the search for 
Bigfoot is such an emotional one that mistakes 
are often made. People let their hopes and 
wishes overwhelm their good sense. That’s 
how a simple carnival exhibit suddenly, and 
briefly, became a center of national attention. 
Today the Iceman is reported to be stored in 
the basement of a bar in New Auburn, Wiscon- 
sin. Hansen sometimes exhibits it at shopping 
malls. 
It’s a funny story. But it is also a story that 
we should keep in mind. There is a lot of evi- 
dence that sounds good until it is examined 
closely. Then it just slips away. That is what 
happened to the Minnesota Iceman. : 
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Sometimes a monster’s fame rests not so much 
on the evidence for its existence as on its 
name. 

Take the series of events that began in De- 
cember 1970 near the town of El Reno, Ok- 
lahoma. One frosty morning a rancher found 
the door to his chicken coop torn right off its 
hinges. Several of his chickens were missing. 
He found what looked like several very large 
human footprints—bare feet. 
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Chicken thieves are quite common. Chicken 
thieves with big feet may be common. But > 


chicken thieves with bare feet in the middle of 
December—that was really odd. 

The thief had left some handprints as well. On 
close examination the prints looked not quite 
human. A newspaper quoted the director of the 
Oklahoma City Zoo as saying that the prints 


looked as though they were made by a creature — 


that walked on its feet and hands. Apes walk on 
their feet and hands most of the time. “It appears 


that whatever made the prints was walking on all 


fours,” the zoo director said. 


Some people thought the whole thing was a — 


joke. Others did not. One game ranger com- 
plained, “A lot of people are having a big laugh 
over this. They are referring to the ‘thing’ as 
the Abominable Chicken Man. But they’d cut 
out the wisecracks real quick if they saw some 
of those tracks around their homes.” 

Several other people did report Abominable 
Chicken Man tracks. But a full-fledged monster 
mania never developed. This does not mean 
that Oklahoma has not had its share of Big- 
foot sightings. It has. Perhaps more than its 
share. 

Take what happened to Roger Boucher of 
Oakwood, Oklahoma. One night in November 
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1968 Boucher was driving from the town of 


Canton to his home. Suddenly a gorillalike 


animal ran across the highway in front of him. 


A few months later a man named Leward 


Whetstone said that he found Bigfoot tracks in 


the same general area. The prints were over ten 


inches long and four inches wide. 


“There were tracks all the way across the 


road,” he said. “I followed them to where 
whatever made them jumped the fence. There 


have been a number of sightings of a strange 


animal in this area.” 
Jerome Clark, a writer who often explores 
unusual subjects, has found several other cases 


in Oklahoma. He has also interviewed some of — 


the witnesses. One of the witnesses was a Mrs. 
Margie Lee, who lived just outside the town of 
Nowata in northeastern Oklahoma. 

Beginning in late July, 1974, Mrs. Lee, her 
husband, and a few others saw a six-foot hairy 
monster repeatedly. It seemed to be hanging 
around the isolated Lee house. At first, she 
says, she was “scared silly.” 


The thing showed up almost every night. 


Mrs. Lee became so nervous she could hardly 
sleep. But after a while she got used to it. The 
creature did not seem to mean any harm. It 
even seemed to be a bit playful. 

The Lees had a little game with it. The crea- 
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(ure began putting a feed pail in front of the 
barn door. The Lees took it away. But every 
night the creature would put it back. Finally 
the Lees tried hiding the pail. Somehow the 
creature found it and put it in front of the barn 
door again. 

Mrs. Lee decided that the creature had a 
sense of humor. She says that she even heard it 
laugh. It was the only sound she ever heard it 
make. She also decided that this creature, 
which she came to call Bigfoot, was a young 
one. 

Most of the time Bigfoot was very timid. 
When someone appeared it ran away. “You 
wouldn’t believe it,” she told Clark. “It could 
go as fast or even faster than a deer.” When it 
ran, its feet seemed to make a sound like “moc- 
casins over gravel.” Mrs. Lee said that she 
didn’t want to get too close to it because of its 
awful smell. Sometimes, she said, the odor al- 
most made her sick. 

Not everyone enjoyed having Bigfoot 
around. The creature could be a pest. A neigh- 
bor’s chicken was missing. Bigfoot broke a 
window and knocked over a fence. Sometimes 
it banged on the walls of houses. 

The sheriff was called several times. One 
night two deputies drove into the area. The 
creature stepped in front of their car. It ap- 
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peared to have been temporarily blinded by the. 
headlights. The deputies stopped their car an 
took out their guns. They opened fire at it 
They didn’t hit it, and it ran off into the woods, 
But it was never seen near the Lee house 
again. 
The following year a Bigfoot, or perhaps sev- 
eral of them, were reported a few miles north 
of the town of Nowata, Oklahoma. This case 
too was investigated by Jerome Clark. 
Clark talked to Kenneth Tosh, who de- 
scribed his first encounter on September 1, 
1975. The creature was standing by a deserted 
building about twenty feet from the Tosh 
home. Tosh and a friend heard it making 
scratching noises on the door of the house. 
“We walked over by that house, and it was 
standing there watching us. I don’t know how 
long it had been there. We walked toward it 
and it started growling at us. 4 
“T’d say it was seven or eight feet tall. It had 
hair all over its body, a dark brown, a blackish- 
brown color, anywhere from an inch and a half 
to two inches long. It had hair all over every- 
thing but around its eyes and its nose. That 
was the only part where I could see the skin 
on it.” 
Tosh and his friend got about ten feet away 
from the creature. Then they got frightened 
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and ran away. The creature also ran, but in the 
opposite direction. 

Tosh saw it regularly for the next couple of 
weeks. Other people reported seeing it too. 
Several people tried to shoot it, They didn’t 
have any success. 

Like so many others, Tosh said that the crea- 
ture had an awful smell. He had a colorful way 
of describing it. “It’s hard to place what it 
smells like,” he told Clark. “It smelled like 
rotten eggs or sulphur. Or it was like some- 
body left a bunch of dirty diapers, wet for a 
while.” 

The creature also seemed to make a large 
number of different kinds of noises, from 
growling to crying like a baby. Perhaps a rea- 
son for the different noises is that there were at 
least two different creatures. 

Tosh said that early in October 1975 he 
saw two of them. They were calling to one 
another. 

“One of them had red eyes and the other 
yellow. They were about three hundred 
yards away from one another, just calling 
to each other, I guess. Their sounds were 
different.” : 

Tosh said that he once found a footprint from 
the creature. But the footprint was destroyed 
by curiosity seekers. As a result he did not 
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have a single bit of physical evidence to back 
up his astonishing stories. So a lot of people 
simply didn’t believe him. In fact, a lot of ped } 
ple were making jokes about his Stories, F : 

Tosh told Clark that one of the creatures had 
actually looked right into his sister-in-law’s 
bedroom. But she didn’t want to discuss the 
matter at all. She thought too many peopl 
were making fun of the family already. 
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In 1967 the editor of the Winona (Mississippi) 
Times got a very strange letter. It came from a 
Georgia man, who signed himself only as J.H. 
According to J.H., he and his brother were 
driving their pickup truck to Marietta, Georgia, 
on November 7, 1966. At about one thirty in 
the morning they were on the highway between 
the towns of Winona and Eupora, Mississippi. 
The headlights of the truck lighted up a figure 
running along the side of the road. It was about 
seven feet tall and covered with hair. J.H.’s 
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first thought was that the thing was a bear. But 
bears don’t run on two legs—not for long any- 
way. The creature was holding up one arm, 
“like waving good-bye or giving a stop signal.” 
The face of the creature, he said, “was like a 
person gone wild or crazy.” It looked both 
human and animal. 


J.H. and his brother agreed that the thing — 


looked scared. Perhaps it was even signaling 


for help. But the men in the truck were also _ 


scared and drove off as fast as they could. 


J.H. then went on to say that he was an _ 


amateur prospector. He had often tramped 
through the mountains of northern California. 
He had never seen evidence of Bigfoot there 
and laughed at the stories that were told. He 
wasn’t laughing anymore. 


Back in 1960, when the term Bigfoot was not — 


so common, people around Clanton, Alabama, 
saw a big hairy creature. They called it a “Boo- 
ger.” A local clergyman was reported to have 
chased the monster with a shotgun, but as 
usual it got away. 

Other people in the region Teported seeing or 
hearing the thing. Some said it sounded like “a 
woman screaming,” others thought it made a 
noise “like an elephant.” Sometimes Bigfoot 
has been accused of killing chickens and dogs. 
This one was said to roam around peach or- 
chards stealing peaches. 


Bigfoot Goes South 


Years later the incident was still remem- 
bered in the area. On August 30, 1965, a local 
paper, the Union-Banner, carried this story: 
“Some six years ago several people out on 
Walnut Creek a mile or so from Clanton re- 
ported seeing some animal like a bear. It made 


curious sounds at night. . . . It ranged up and 
down the creek for a distance of some ten 
miles. 


“Then, some four years ago, something 
made tracks in peach orchards some three 
miles south of Clanton, near large swamps. It 
was supposed to vanish into the swamps at 
night. A cement cast was made of the tracks. It 
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was about the size of a person’s foot but look- 
ing more like a hand. The cast is somewhere in. 


Clanton.” 
Unfortunately, no-one seems to have been 
able to locate the cast. 


In 1962 a “monster mania” hit Lost Gap, a : 


wooded area near Meridian, Mississippi. It be- 
gan, as it so often does, when a group of teen- 
agers said they saw a hairy green-eyed monster 


six to nine feet tall. Soon other witnesses were’ 


found to support the story. In this case some of 
the local authorities agreed that there might be 
a monster. Large search parties were orga- 
nized, but nothing was ever found. 

The January 19, 1977, issue of the Jackson, 
Mississippi, Daily News said that several peo- 


ple had seen a “huge, hairy creature” on Jan- _ 


uary 17 near Natchez, Mississippi. The thin: 2 
“. y < 

looked “almost human . . . well over six feet 

tall, and dark.” According to the newspaper, 


the thing growled at a dog, but ran away when — 


police approached. The witnesses said that the 
creature seemed curious, as though it were 
looking for something. When it moved quickly 
they noticed that it had a limp. The paper also 
reported that the police had found large foot- 
prints, broken limbs of trees, and other evi- 
dence. Just what other evidence, or the type 
and size of footprints, the story did not record. 
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But the story did say that police in the area had 
received similar reports about a year earlier. 

As in so many of these cases, nothing more 
was ever heard. 

A Tennessee woman named Brenda Ann Ad- _ 
kins said that she had a truly alarming experi- 
ence in the spring of 1968. She was on Mon- 
teagle Mountain north of Chattanooga. She 
stopped to admire the view and she took out 
her camera. As she stood near the edge of the 
cliff she became aware of a terrible smell. Then 
she heard a noise. When she turned around, 
she saw “something” standing behind her. 

“I was absolutely frozen with fear,” she said. 
“This thing was at least seven feet tall. It must 
have weighed several hundred pounds. I'll 
never forget his enormous chest and huge arms 
and legs. His body was completely covered 
with blackish-red hair. The face was a mixture 
of an ape and a human. I still have nightmares 
about that afternoon. He seemed to be angry 
and was growling. I thought he would push me 
off the cliff or something. Then he stopped 

about six feet from where I stood, cocked his 
head in a puzzled way, and just stared at me. 
He studied me for a few moments, then seemed 
to smile, made a little blubbering noise, and 
walked back into the brush.” 
Early in 1978 several Louisiana newspapers 
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ran stories about local Bigfoot-type monsters. E 
A Crowley, Louisiana, paper reported that a 
hunter said that he saw a tall, black, furry — 
something with red eyes in the woods. The 
Paper said that large manlike footprints were 
also found. 

According to a Lafayette, Louisiana, news- — 
paper a boy saw “a big ape” eating fish from a 4 
stream near Crowley on the morning of Jan- 4 
uary 16, 1978. The creature “hopped away on 
one leg” when the boy threw stones at it. 
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Another of the many local names for Bigfoot- 
like creatures is Skunk Ape. This name first 
became popular late in 1973. There were a 
number of reports that a large, hairy thing with 
an unusually awful smell was seen lumbering 
f the Florida swamps. 

OTe Skunk Ape excitement really started 
after a man said that he was driving along and 
hit one of the creatures as it was crossing the 
road. The monster was obviously hurt and 
limped back into the swamp. ‘ 
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This report sparked a whole lot of others. 
The publicity was so great that the Skunk Ape © 
story was carried on the national TV news—on _ 
all three networks. The commentators didn’t _ 
take it too seriously. Walter Cronkite looked as 
if he was having a hard time to keep from 
laughing when he read the story. 9 

There were so many reports of these hairy — 
smelly things coming out of or disappearing — 
into swamps that someone dubbed them “Abo- 
minable Swamp Slobs.” Still, for all the joking — 
around, there are those who take such reports 
seriously. 

Back in 1966 a man named Ralph “Bud” ~ 
Chambers of Elfers, Florida, spotted a creature 
standing in the woods near the Anclote River. 
He described it as being hairy and over seven — 
feet tall and four feet wide. He particularly 
remembered the creature’s horrible odor. 
‘Chambers rushed away and returned with a 
friend. They followed the tracks into the { 
swamp. Chambers had his dogs with him. But 
the dogs seemed revolted by the odor and — 
would not follow the trail. 

The next year Chambers said he saw the 
thing again. This time it was standing in his 
backyard. His dogs were barking at it. Instead 
of being afraid of it the dogs actually attacked — 
the creature. Chambers thought that it was be- - 
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cause this time the creature had come into the 
dogs’ home territory. But the thing didn’t seem 
to take any notice of the dogs. is j 
Chambers said, “The dogs kept biting at its 
ankles and feet.” The creature very slowly 
turned and started walking down the road that 
led back to the swamp and the river. i 
The same year four teenagers were parked in 
a deserted spot near Elfers. The first thing they 
noticed was a terrible smell. No one seemed to 
know where it was coming from. As they 
looked around, an “animal about the size of a 
large chimpanzee” jumped onto the hood of the 
fs 
Then we panicked!” the driver said. “The 
thing looked like a big chimp, but it was green- 
ish in color with glowing green eyes. I started 
the motor and the thing jumped off and ran 
back into the woods. We tore like blazes back 
to the dance we were supposed to be attend- 
a green Bigfoot? That sounds very strange. 
Just wait. In later chapters we will hear even 
stranger tales. But first back to more ordinary 
Bigfoot encounters. : 
In the spring of 1970 H. C. Osborn, an engi- 
neer and amateur archaeologist, was digging up 
an Indian mound in the Big Cypress Swamp, 
Florida. He was with four of his friends. They 
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among trappers and fishermen since the 1920s. 

Another one of the group, Frank Hudson, 
said, “We have talked to many old-timers in 
the area. They say they are afraid to talk 
openly about it. They thought people would 
laugh at them or think that they were crazy.” 

In fact, none of the group had believed the 

Skunk Ape stories either until it popped up a 
few feet in front of them while they were dig- 
ging. “It’s made a believer out of me,” said 
Osborn. He said that the creature was seven 
feet tall and must have weighed seven hundred 7 
pounds, : 

Osborn also reported, “The thing we saw 
that night had a foot 17% inches long, 11% 
inches across at the toes. In later trips we 
found smaller tracks, indicating that there are 
at least three of them in that section of the 
swamp.” 

In mid-June 1976 there was some Skunk Ape 
excitement in Grove City, Florida. Three 
youths told the Charlotte County sheriffs — 
office that they had seen the creature twice in 
one night. The first sighting took place at about — 
9:00 P.M., the second around midnight. They 
said the creature was about seven feet tall, had 
reddish. brown hair, and didn’t seem friendly. 
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They said “it stood up and growled at them.” 
Deputy Carl Williams drove around the area 
where the sighting was made. At a small pond 
he caught “something” in the beam of his spot- 
light. It was “a big animal. . . . It was hunched 
over and seemed to be drinking.” It had long 
brown hair. Moments later the creature lum- 
bered off into the woods. 5 

The first thought that came to mind was that 
the creature was a bear. Bears are fairly com- 
mon in the region. “I couldn’t say it wasn ta 
bear for sure, but it just seems logical that it 
must have been,” Williams stated. He did, 
however, think it was a bit strange that this 
creature had reddish hair while most of the 
bears in the area are black. 

Lowland Goi 


Brown Bear 


Chart showing comparison in size of Bigfoot, 
man, a brown bear and a lowland gorilla. 
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Even some dedicated monster buffs remain 


skeptical on this one. The reason: commercials 


for a movie called Sasquatch were being © 


shown on Florida television at the time. They 


were just the thing to excite the imagination — 


and turn a bear into Bigfoot. 

In mid-July 1977 Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Stoeckman of Tavernier, Florida, reported see- 
ing a Bigfoot-like creature. It was about nine 
feet tall and covered with dark coarse hair. As 
in so many of the Florida reports, the crea- 
ture’s most notable feature was not its size but 
its smell. This one was described as smelling 


“like a dog that hasn’t been bathed in a year — 


and suddenly gets rained on.” 

The Stoeckmans also raised rabbits. The 
rabbits were kept in the backyard near where 
the creature was seen. They were not both- 
ered. 


Most of the Skunk Ape reports indicate that _ 
it is a peaceful and rather shy creature. It will 


not attack even if threatened. But back in the 
1960s a creature spotted in the vicinity of 
Holopaw, Florida, was more aggressive. 

It was first supposed to have been seen bya 
group of people in 1963. One of the group, 
identified only as a “prominent cattleman and 
citrus grower,” said that he had been within a 
few feet of the thing. “It was definitely an ape 
of some kind,” he said.” 
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In 1966 Eugene Crosby of Holopaw met the 
thing and it threw a tire tube at him. Around 
the same time there were reports that the ape 
or something very like it had attacked two 
hunters in the area. They took a shot at it and it 
ran screaming into the darkness. Later an un- 
occupied house in the area was broken into. 
Things were scattered around and bloodstains 


were found. 
The revenge of the Skunk Ape, perhaps. 


me! 


EASTERN 
NonsTEerRs 


Reports of Bigfoot-like creatures are less com- 
mon from the Eastern states than from an 

other sections of the U.S. Yet they are very far 
from unknown even there. And if someone 
takes the time and trouble to dig for stories, he 
sd find that the East is not so different after 


In early 1978 the York, Penn: i 
; . sylvania, Dail 
Record reported on the activities of Rote 
Chance. Chance, a Maryland high school 
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teacher, is a dedicated Bigfoot buff. He has 
been collecting reported Bigfoot encounters in 
his area for years. He has dozens of them. 

Chance told the paper that he even had a 
couple of encounters of his own, though he 
never actually saw the creature. One day in 
1972 while hiking, Chance said, something 
started throwing big boulders at him. He be- 
lieved that Bigfoot was doing the throwing. 
People still kid him about the incident. 

Two years later Chance happened to be 
parking his van alongside a deserted road at 
night. He heard something crashing through 
the trees. His headlights illuminated what he 
took to be Bigfoot footprints. He ran into the 
woods after the creature, or what he thought 
was the creature, but found nothing. 

Chance’s own personal experiences are un- 
impressive when compared to some of the 
cases he has collected. He thinks that one of 
the best was what happened to Peter Hureuk 
on April 28, 1975. Hureuk was driving home at 
about 3:00 A.M. when suddenly a hairy giant 
loomed up on the road in front of him. Hureuk 
couldn’t avoid the thing. He struck it with his — 
left front fender. It screamed and ran away 
clutching its side. 

Hureuk told the police what had happened. 
They searched the area but found nothing. 
Some flesh and hair were embedded in the 
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car’s fender. The police took these to a labora- 
tory to be analyzed. The laboratory said the 


flesh and hair came from a cow. So the police © 
decided that Hureuk hit a cow, and it all hap- — 


pened so fast he became confused about what 
he saw. 


Chance didn’t think much of the police ex- _ 
planation. He took some of the hair samples — 
and sent them to scientists in Oregon. These a 


scientists said they thought the hair had come 
from an ape. They didn’t know what kind of 
ape. 

Here are three more encounters that Chance 
has collected. In July 1977 a Harfort County, 
Maryland, woman and her daughter walked out 
onto their backyard. They saw a huge black 
form sitting on the ground with its back leaning 
against a picnic table. When they screamed, it 
jumped up and ran into the woods. 

In January 1978 a farmer and his sons found 
huge tracks in the snow along Muddy Creek 
near Delta, Maryland. The prints measured 
sixteen by six inches wide. The tracks went on 
for miles. 

The following month another farmer in the 
area found all of his chickens dead. They had 
been killed during the night. Large footprints 
were found in the vicinity. 

A truck driver named Norval Thomas of Bal- 
timore, Maryland, was driving down the road 
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that runs by an atomic power plant near Delta, 
Maryland. He thought he saw a seven-foot 
man, or something, standing by the road. 
Thomas told people at the power plant what he 
saw. They investigated and found what they 
described as “right big tracks.” The searchers 
also reported some strange high-pitched 
shrieking in the woods. But they did not see 
what made the prints or the noise. 

Robert Chance heard about the encounter 
and investigated the area. He found more 
oe truck driver insists that he didn’t see 
Bigfoot. But he is not sure what he saw. He 
admits that he has gotten a lot of kidding about 
his story. “If I knew it was going to make all 
that fuss,” he said, “I would have kept my 

th shut.” ; 
a group called Vestigia, which is based in 
northern New Jersey, has collected nearly one 
hundred Bigfoot reports over the past ten 
years. The reports come from all over New 
York and New Jersey. 

One of the reports is from a man who says he 

saw the creature while on a fishing trip on May 
81. abn 
i was a big sucker,” the man said. “He 
must have been about six and a half feet tall 
and 350 pounds. After talking to experts since 
then, I think he must have been a young one. 
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“He ran across the road with a Stride li 
Laas skier. He had long Geen a 
splotches th: 
se hia Hits were darker brown. We 
“I turned off the road to follow him i 
pi st we got stuck in the pelea on 
: ch a aie from him.” The man admitted, 
For some teenagers near Morrist 
Jersey, Bigfoot turned out to be a peel 
May 1966 a young man named Raymond Todd 
said that he and three friends were Sitting in an 
automobile in the Morristown National Histor- 
ri Park. It was just getting dark. In the. 
ight they saw a huge two-legged creature 
covered with black fur walking slowly across 
the lawn. The four became nearly hysterical 
They drove to the park entrance and tried to 
stop other people from coming in. When the 
police showed up they said that the teenagers 
seemed genuinely scared, but they could find 
: si ea of a monster. 
rangely, one of the cars sto 
park contained a young lady who me a 
very similar experience the year before She 
said that along with three of her friends she had 
been parked in the same area. It was dark and — 
they heard a loud thumping on the back of the 
car. When they looked out of the rear window 
they could see a huge dark form. It was so tall — 
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that they couldn’t see the head. But they didn’t 
wait around. They drove off as quickly as they 
could. They didn’t report the incident at the 
time. 

At the beaches around one New Jersey sea- 
side town in 1968, the thing was called the 
“Sandman.” People said that it followed them 
down the beach, but it didn’t seem hostile. It 
left deep footprints in the sand, according to 
author Eric Norman. 

An aggressive Bigfoot was active near Hollis, 
New Hampshire, on the night of May 7, 1977. 
According to the Rutland, Vermont, Herald, a 
nine-foot-tall hairy creature with extremely long 
arms attacked both a truck and a camper. 

A Massachusetts man and his two sons were 
asleep in their truck when the creature began 
rocking it. It seemed as though Bigfoot was 
trying to tip the truck over. When the man 
turned his lights on, the creature ran away. It 
jumped right over a 414-foot-high fence. 

Stanley Evans and Jeff Warren said that a 
creature of the same description began shaking 
their camper. The shaking was so violent that 

Evans fell out of his bed. Again lights caused 
the creature to flee. Later footprints sixteen 
inches long and eight inches wide were found 
in the area. 

The East has its share of Bigfoot hoaxes too. 
Huge tracks found near Agawam, Massachu- 
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setts, in December 1976 created excitement for 
a while. Then a local sixteen-year-old was 
found to have made fake feet—exactly the 
same size as the mysterious tracks. 

One of the strangest incidents in all modern 
Bigfoot history was supposed to have taken 
place near Uniontown, Pennsylvania, on Octo- 
ber 25, 1973. Most people who believe in Big- 
foot think that it is some sort of unknown ape 
or, perhaps, a type of subhuman. But there are 
a few who think that Bigfoot may be a creature 
from another planet. They are the ones who 
also think that the Uniontown, Pennsylvania, 
story is so important. 

At about nine in the evening of October 25, a 
number of people thought they saw a glowing 
UFO land in a field outside of Uniontown. A 
twenty-two-year-old man named Stephen Pu- 
laski drove to the scene. With him were two 
ten-year-old boys. They said that they saw the 
UFO in the field. Standing alongside it were 
two large apelike creatures. They were making 
strange whining noises. Pulaski, who had a 
high-powered rifle, fired right at them. The 
UFO vanished and the two creatures ran off 
into the woods. 

After the encounter Pulaski was supposed to 
have begun acting very strangely. He began 
having terrible dreams about the world coming 
to an end. 
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How long have people been reporting Bigfoot 


or Bigfoot-like creatures in North America? — 


No one can say for sure. 
The North American Indians have many 


legends about strange and wild creatures. — 


Some of these legends may refer to Bigfoot. 


The Indians of northwestern Canada feared 


the Windingo. This was supposed to be a huge 


creature of terrifying strength. The most ter-_ 
rifying thing about it was that it ate human 
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flesh. The Indians believed the Windingo was 
some sort of wild man and not really an animal. 
Many Indians reported hearing the Windingo 
crashing through the forest. But no one ever 
reported seeing it. It was assumed that if you 
got close enough to the Windingo to see it, it 
was too late. 

In the Northern Yukon there were the Ma- 
honi. These were enormous hairy creatures 
with red eyes. They too ate human flesh and 
naturally were much feared. 

The Dogrib Indians feared a wild creature 
simply known as the Enemy. They were so 
afraid of this creature that they would only 
build their homes on islands. They wanted to 
be well away from the shoreline, where the 
Enemy could catch them while they were 
sleeping. 

The Micmac Indians lived in eastern 
Canada. They told stories about the Gugwes. 
The Gugwes had very strange habits. Accord- 
ing to folklorist Elsie Parsons, “These canni- 
bals have big hands and faces hairy like bears. 
If one saw a man coming, he would lie down 
and beat his chest, producing a sound like a 
partridge.” 

The name Sasquatch first appeared in the 
stories of a Canadian writer named J. W. 
Burns. He wrote about the Sasquatch during 
the 1920s and early 1930s. Burns had been a 
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teacher on an Indian reservation in British Co- — 
lumbia. He must have included a lot of Indian 
lore in his stories. q 
But Burns’s Sasquatch was a giant Indian. 
He had gone off from the rest of the tribe to live | 
as a wild man in the woods. He was called _ 
hairy because he had long hair on his head, not — 
because he was covered with fur like an ape. 
Indian legends can be very confusing. The - 
trouble is that they are very old. They were 
passed on from generation to generation by — 
word of mouth. Often the stories were changed — 
a bit each time they were told. By the time they — F 
were written down the original stories may — 
have been greatly changed. Sometimes the — 
people who wrote the stories down didn’t 
understand what the Indians were really say- — 
ing. Sometimes they deliberately changed the — 
stories. ; 
The earliest written account of what may be — 
a Bigfoot, or at least its footprints, comes from 
1811. An explorer named David Thompson and — 
a companion were crossing the Canadian Rock- 
ies. They found footprints that were fourteen a 
inches long and eight inches wide. The prints — 
were rather human in shape. Thompson 4 
thought they might be the prints of a large 
grizzly bear. His companion disagreed. Mod- _ 
ern monster buffs think that Thompson may — 
have seen Bigfoot prints. 7 
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The most interesting early account appeared 
in the Daily Colonist. This was a newspaper 
published in Victoria, British Columbia. The 
edition of Friday, July 4, 1844, contains a story 
about the capture of a creature called Jacko. It 
was spotted by a train crew near the township 
of Yale, British Columbia. The men had to 
scramble up rocky hills to grab the creature. 
According to the article, Jacko was “something 
of the gorilla type.” If it was Bigfoot, it must 
have been a baby, for it was only four feet, 
seven inches in height and weighed 127 
pounds. 

Said the article, “He has long black strong 
hair and resembles a human being with one 
exception, his entire body, excepting his hands 
(or paws) and feet are covered with glossy hair 
about one inch long. His forearm is much 
longer than a man’s forearm and he possesses 
extraordinary strength, as he will take hold of a 
stick and break it by wrenching it or twisting it, 
which no man living could break in the same 
way.” 

Jacko was kept in a cage. He was supposed 
to have become tame and liked his keeper very 
much, The article said that the keeper was 
thinking of taking Jacko to London and putting 
him on exhibit. E 

What happened to Jacko? No one seems to 
know. After that lone story the creature drops 
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out of sight. Years later there was one old man 
living in the region who said he thought he 
peapiiioae seeing Jacko when he was a child. 
one else see: i 
Bes med to know anything about 
Monster buffs think Jacko was a ig- 
foot. Others think Jacko may have tte A rl 
ape, perhaps a chimpanzee. The description 
fits a chimp well. What was a chimp doing 
roaming around Canada? Perhaps one had es- 
caped from a circus. Or it may have been a pet _ 
that a sailor brought back. i ; 
And then there is another possibility. The 
whole story may have been a hoax. News- 
papers of the time sometimes printed com- 
pletely false stories. They usually did this when 
things were dull and there was not much real — 
news to print. The readers knew they were tall 
tales and did not take them seriously. A mon- 
ster buff coming across the story fifty or a_ 
hundred years later could have been com- 
pletely taken in. i 
In February 1902 the Chronicle of Wilkes- 
boro, North Carolina, printed a story about 
hairy monster. This monster wasn’t a local 
resident; it was said to live “in an isolated 
portion of Bannock County, Idaho.” The crea- 
ture was supposed to be eight feet tall and 
covered with hair. It made its first appearance 
on January 14. A group of young people were 
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skating on the river near John Gooch’s ranch. 
The creature rushed down upon them, “flour- 
ishing a large club and uttering a series of 
yells.” The skaters ran for their lives. 

The thing did leave its footprints in the snow. 
Later it was found that these measured twenty- 
two inches long and seven inches across. Some 
farmers in the area also saw the giant tracks. 
The article ends with this: “The people of the 
neighborhood, feeling unsafe while the crea- 
ture is at large, have sent twenty men on its 
track to effect its capture.” 

The monster hunters of 1902 were no more 
successful than monster hunters of later times. 

There is also a well-known Bigfoot tale told. 
by Theodore Roosevelt. Roosevelt, who was 
the twenty-sixth president of the United 
States, was also a great hunter and outdoors- 
man. In 1892 he published a book called Wil- 
derness Hunter. 

In this book Roosevelt recounts a story told 
to him by “a grizzled, weather-beaten old 
mountain hunter named Bauman.” Bauman 
was a tough old man. He had spent his entire 
life tramping the wilderness. “Yet,” said 
Roosevelt, “he could hardly repress a shudder 
at certain points of the tale.” 

When he was a young man Bauman had a 
partner. The pair were hunting in the moun- 
tains near the fork of the Salmon and Wisdom 
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rivers. They went into a lonely valley that had 
an evil reputation. A year before a lone hunter 
had been killed there. His body had been 
ripped apart and partially eaten. But the story 
did not scare Bauman and his partner. j 

They made camp and went out hunting. 
When they came back just before sunset they 
found their camp had been torn up. They as- 
sumed a bear had done the damage. There 
were footprints all around the camp, but the 
two hunters did not pay any attention to them. 
They were too busy trying to put things bac 
together before dark. 

While Bauman was making supper his com- 
panion took a closer look at the tracks. He 
said, “Bauman, that bear has been walking on 
two legs.” 4 

Around midnight the men were awakened by 
a noise. They were struck by “a strong wild- 
beast odor.” They saw a dark shape coming: 
toward them. Bauman grabbed his rifle and 
took a shot at it. He missed. He could hear the | 
creature rushing through the underbrush and 
back into the forest. $ 

They sat up for the rest of the night. The two 
hunters heard nothing more, so when morning 
came they went out hunting again. When they 
returned to camp they again found it was torn 
up. All their belongings were scattered around. 
That night they built a big fire. They took turns 
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ing awake. They could hear something 
ood around the eet But whatever it was 

id not come near the fire. 
ae next morning they decided they had bet- 
ter leave. As they packed up and walked away 
they both had the feeling that they were being 
watched and followed. But as the day grew 
brighter they began to feel a little silly. Here 
were two well-armed and experienced hunters. 
They had faced all sorts of dangers in their 
lives, Yet now they were running away from 
something that they had never really seen. 

They decided to set up a new camp. Bauman 
went exploring while his companion made 
camp. Bauman was gone longer than he had 
planned to be. When he returned to camp it 
was beginning to get dark. Z 

He shouted to his companion, but got no 
answer. He could see the smoke from the 
campfire. Near it all the packs were laid out. 
As Bauman walked forward he almost fell over 
the body of his friend. The body was still 
warm. The man’s neck had been broken. There 
were four great fang marks on the throat. 

All around were the creature’s huge foot- 
prints. Bauman believed that the creature had 
killed his friend and then danced around the 
body in glee. Then it fled back into the woods. 

Bauman was terrified. He was now sure he 
had to deal with something either half human 
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or half devil, some great goblin-beast.” He left 
everything but his rifle and ran. He didn’t stop 
running until he was a long way from the fat: F 
valley. 

Roosevelt did not give a date for this inci- 
dent. But it must have occurred around the 
early 1800s. 4 

There are a couple of other odd little tales 
from America’s past that may or may not have’ 
something to do with Bigfoot. 4 

In 1896 there was a little book published in 
California called The Hermit of Siskiyou. It 
told about “Mr. Jack Dover, one of our most 
trustworthy citizens.” He was out hunting in 
January 1886 when he saw something standing 
in front of him picking berries. It was gigantic, 
about seven feet tall, “with a bulldog head, 
short ears and long hair; it was also furnished 
with a beard.” But it wasn’t hairy all over. Mr. 
Dover didn’t think it was human, but then he 
didn’t think it was entirely an animal either. He 
didn’t know what to do about it. Finally he just 
watched it wander off into the forest. Several 
other people in the area also said they had seen 
the thing. 

Then there was the “Big Foot” that was sup- 
posed to have lived in the Idaho wilderness 
around 1860. This old tale was revived in 1959 
by the Humbolt Times, a California newspaper 
in Bigfoot country. But this “Big Foot” wasn’t 
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an animal of any kind. He was a human, a 
criminal who lived in the forest. He was sup- 
posed to have almost superhuman strength. He 
killed both cattle and people. 

A thousand-dollar reward was offered for 
Big Foot dead or alive. He was finally tracked 
down in 1868 by John Wheeler. Wheeler shot 
Big Foot sixteen times. As he lay dying Big 
Foot told Wheeler that his real name was Starr 
Wilkerson. He had always had big feet, and 
even as a child everyone called him Big Foot 
and teased him. He grew into a giant of a 
man—nearly seven feet tall and weighing three 
hundred pounds, all muscle. After he died his 
foot was measured at 17¥% inches in length. 
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Large, hairy, vaguely human monsters are not 


limited to the United States and Canada. The — 


most famous of all the monsters of this type is 
supposed to come from the Himalaya moun- 
tains in Asia. There the creature is called the 
Yeti, or the Abominable Snowman. Yeti is a 


Tibetan word. No one seems to know how the — 


name Abominable Snowman got started. The 
creature has often been reported living in the 


snow on high mountains. But why is it sup- | 


posed to be abominable? 
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Tibetan woodcut of a hairy wild man. 


ive i high mountains 

The people who live in the : 
have all sorts of legends about the Yeti. But as 
we have already seen with the legends of the 
North American Indians, this sort of material is 

hard to deal with. ERI ae 
The first good report of a Yeti sighting came 
in 1925. The man who made the report was 
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N. A. Tombazi, a photographer with a British 
geographical expedition. 

Tombazi was Camping in the mountains. His _ 
guide pointed out something strange in the dis- 
tance. Tombazi saw what looked roughly like a _ 
human figure in the distance. He watched it for _ 
about a minute before it disappeared into a — 
patch of bushes. A few hours later Tombazi 
went to the spot where he had seen the figure. 
It was gone, but footprints were clearly visible. 
They were not giant footprints. These prints © 
were only six or seven inches long. The prints © 
were very human in shape. Tombazi could dis- 
tinctly see the imprint of five toes and a heel. 
Whatever it was was walking barefoot in the — 
snow. 

In 1951 a British mountaineer named Eric 
Shipton found and photographed what he took 
to be Yeti prints in the Himalayan snow. The 
feet that made these prints certainly looked 
big. One print is about the length of the head of 
a mountaineer’s ice ax. That is about eighteen 
inches long. 
; After Shipton’s photographs were published — 
in the West there was a great deal of excite-_ 
ment about the Yeti. Different people reported 

finding Yeti prints over a wide area in the 
Himalayas. There were all sorts of rumors 
about Yeti skins, or even the entire preserved © 
carcass of a Yeti, being stored in some remote 
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monastary. There were not too many firsthand 
accounts of meeting a Yeti, however. Most of 
the small number of accounts that did exist 
were considered unreliable even by monster 
buffs. Still, excitement was building. 

In 1960 a really ambitious expedition to find 
the Yeti was launched. The expedition leader 
was Sir Edmund Hillary. Hillary was one of the 
first two men to reach the top of Mount Ever- 
est, the highest mountain in the world. 

The expedition didn’t last long. It was also a 
disaster for the reputation of the Yeti. Hillary 
didn’t find the creature. He examined some of 
the so-called Yeti skins and found they were 
something else. A Yeti scalp that was supposed 
to be stored in a mountain monestary turned 
out to be an old cap made out of goatskin. 

Hillary didn’t think much of the Yeti foot- 
prints either. He said they were all the prints of 
known animals. Footprints in the snow can 
sometimes look very strange. They may melt a 
bit during the day and freeze over at night. The 
melting and freezing can change their shape. 
Several small footprints close together can 
come to look like one large footprint. } 

Sir Edmund Hillary’s downgrading of the 
Yeti got a great deal of publicity. Monster buffs 
complained that Hillary was just jealous. They 
said that when he didn’t find the creature him- 
self he decided that there was no such creature. 
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Hillary certainly didn’t prove that the Abomin- 
able Snowman of the Himalayas doesn’t exist. — 


But he did demolish a lot of th i i 
e evid 
and cast doubt on the rest. Bie 


Interest in the Yeti dropped off after the 


Hillary expedition. That was just about the 


time that interest in Bigfoot and Sasquatch in 


North America began to pick up. 


The Soviet Union has had its share of reports 
of strange, almost human “wild men” that live _ 
in remote places. This story told by two tribes- _ 


A hairy wild man was a common fi 
\f 
mythology of the Middle Ages. ee 
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men from the Central Asian region of the 
Soviet Union is typical of many reported en- 
counters. - 

The two men had been in the mountains with 
a local herdsman. Early one morning they saw 
a figure they thought was a man lurking near 
their horses. Thinking that someone was trying 
to steal the horses, they chased the figure. It 
did not run very fast. They were able to catch it 
with their lassos. But what they caught was not 
really a man. 

The creature was about the height of an aver- 
age man but was covered with hair. “Just like a 
young camel,” one of the men said. It had long 
arms that hung below its knees. The creature 
had a rather apelike face. The feet resembled 
human feet, but were much larger. 

The thing seemed harmless enough. When 
captured all it did was squeak. The local 
herdsmen said that it was a “wild man” and 
that such creatures were well known in the 
area. He said that they were quite harmless, 
and this one should be let go. 

The two men set the creature free, but they 
followed it. They found that the wild man lived 
ina sort of cave, a hollowed-out space beneath 
a cliff. It had made a bed inside from straw and 
grass. 

Probably the most famous encounter with a 
Bigfoot to be reported in the Soviet Union took 
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place in August 1957. The witness was a scien- 
tist, Alexander G. Pronin. Pronin was on an | 
expedition in the Pamir mountains. There seem 
to have been stories about “wild men” or AL 
mas in the mountains. But Pronin was not _ 
looking for “wild men”—he was studying water — 
resources. j 

At noon on August 12 he saw a strange figure 
about 150 or 200 yards away. The figure looked 
human, but it was all hunched over. The arms 
also seemed longer than normal. He watched it 
for about five minutes, then it disappeared be- 
hind a rock. 

A few days later Pronin saw the figure again 
for a few minutes. He talked to local people — 
about it. They said it was a “wild man.” They — 
also said that the creature was harmless, 
though it often stole things from their homes. 
Later the stolen objects would be found high in 
the mountains. j 

Soviet scientists are supposed to be very 
interested in their version of Bigfoot. So far 
they have had no more success than Western 
scientists in producing solid evidence that such 
a creature actually exists. 

Rumors and tales of Bigfoot-like creatures 
can be found in China, Africa, even South 
America. There are very few reports of Bigfoot 
in modern Europe, but old stories tell of a hairy 
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“wild man.” Some monster buffs believe that 
the creature once lived in Europe, but is now 


extinct. Ore 
By now it should be very clear that belief in 


Bigfoot is worldwide. : 


A person dressed as a wild man appeared in many 
plays of the Middle Ages. 


Up to this point you have read some pretty 
strange stories. Well, hold on—there are even 
stranger ones to tell. 

Most Bigfoot accounts sound as though the 
witness ran into some sort of unknown ape, or 
a very primitive form of our own human 
species. But there are at least a small number 
of other tales. In these the witness seems to 
have encountered something else—more hu- 
man, and for that reason more frightening. 
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Let us look first at a 1971 Oklahoma case. 
This is reported in some detail by Jerome Clark 
and Loren Coleman in their book Creatures of 
the Outer Edge. 

On the night of February 26, C. Edward 
Green and his wife were driving to their home 
in the town of Lawton. They saw a strange 
figure walking along the side of the road. It was 
walking bent over like a gorilla. Green told 
Clark, “He wore black pants that were cut or 
torn off at the knees and he had a big beard . 
and long hair, very unkempt.” 

When they reached their home the Greens 


‘called the police. Green then went to the win- 


dow of his second-floor apartment, pulled back 
the curtains, and found that he was face to face 
with the thing. 

“When he saw me, he jumped to the gravel 
below. Now that’s about a fifteen-foot jump, 


but it didn’t seem to bother him. He must have ~ 


been very strong. I didn’t stay to watch him 
run away.” That same night several other peo- 
ple saw a “monkeylike” figure running down 
the street dodging cars. 

The next night a man named Donald Childs 
heard a noise in his backyard. He stepped out 
and saw something crouching over his pond 
trying to get a drink. But the pond was empty. 

“He had hair all over his face,” said Childs. 
“Maybe he had a beard too. I don’t know. It 
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” was dark and I couldn’t tell for sure. He was 
wearing dark-colored pants that were way too 
little and a plaid jacket that was too small. His 
legs, what I could see of them, seemed 
hairy.... 

“All of a sudden he saw me, and he was as 
scared of me as I was of him. He didn’t even 
stand up or get any kind of running start—he 
just sprung from his squatting position and 
jumped clear over the pond. The next day I 
measured it and that pond is twelve feet 
across!” 

Childs was sure he had seen a human being. 
He thought the person may have been “men- 
tally off.” “I’ve heard that people like that have 
strength that normal people don’t have.” 

Perhaps Childs was right, though the man 
was never found. But these accounts from Ok- 
lahoma in the 1970s remind monster buffs of 
stories that came out of London in the 1830s. 
Parts of the city were then terrorized by a 
creature that was given the name Spring- 
Heeled Jack. 

There are many reports of encounters with 
this creature. The descriptions of what he was 
supposed to look like vary widely. But one 
constant feature of the stories is the creature’s 
ability to leap great distances. That’s where the 
name Spring-Heeled Jack came from. 

Some of the descriptions make Spring- 
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Heeled Jack sound like a creature from outer 
space. Blue and white flames came from his 
mouth and his eyes were “balls of fire.” Ac- 
cording to one witness he wore what looked 
like a large helmet and a suit of shiny white 
material. Others said he had horns and a tail. 

The stories created a genuine terror in Lon- 
don. The Lord Mayor was urged to provide 
more protection. But no one was quite sure 
what they were supposed to be protected 
against. f 

Finally the hysteria died down a bit, though 
reports of Spring-Heeled Jack continued to 
come in for years. The monster was also 
featured in a series of thrillers. There was a 
popular play called Spring-Heeled Jack; or the 
Felon’s Wrongs. In the 1860s and again in the 
late 1870s there were new Spring-Heeled Jack 
scares. Again there were demands to do some- 
thing—but what? 

Back in modern times, Ivan Sanderson got a 
letter from a young California woman. She said 
that she had met a red-eyed hairy creature with 
“the strangest-looking fangs that I have ever 
seen.” But this creature was wearing clothes. 
“They were tattered and torn and barely cov- 
ered him but they were still there.” 

A North Carolina family said that they saw 
two strange creatures near their home in Sep- 
tember 1973. They were supposed to be “seven 


103 


One of the many UFO-Bigfoot reports came from 
Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1973. Witnesses reported 
seeing a Bigfoot-like creature at the same time 
they saw a glowing UFO-like object. 


or eight feet tall with big red eyes that glow in 
the dark. They were dressed in brown shirts 
with black pants which were ragged at the bot- 
tom.” The witnesses in this case thought that 
the creatures came from outer space. 

In the 1960s there were reports of an “ape” 
running around a desolate section of Long Is- 
land. A local reporter and radio broadcaster, 
Jaye P. Paro, tried to trace down the reports. 
In January 1969 Miss Paro and two friends 
went monster hunting in a wooded section 
south of Huntington, Long Island. According 
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to a statement signed by one of the friends, 
Richard DiMartino, this is what they saw: 

“I caught a glimpse of a moving black object. 
Knowing we were completely alone in this de- 
solate area, we were very scared. . . . The three 
of us were horrified to see the figure of some- 
thing that resembled a human, disfigured face, 
long wild black hair, and dressed in a long 
black garment. It retreated immediately further 
into the bushes, made no sounds, and made no 
attempt to communicate with us.” 

These are just a few of the wilder monster 
tales that have been told in the U. S. and else- 
where. There are many reports of Bigfoot-like 
creatures that have been seen at the same time 


Some people connect Bigfoot sightings with sight- 
ings of UFOs. 
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as UFOs have been seen. A couple of people 
even say they saw Bigfoot, or something like it, 
actually stepping out of a spaceship. Some peo- 
ple have reported that Bigfoot can disappear 
like a ghost or that bullets go right through it. 

What’s going on here? 

We will tackle that problem in the next, and 
final, chapter. 
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An awful lot of people say that they have seen 
Bigfoot. But what is it? Does Bigfoot exist at 
all? Let us look at the theories that attempt to 
explain the creature. 

1. Bigfoot is an ape. This is probably the 
most well known theory. According to this 
theory Bigfoot is some kind of giant ape un- 
known to science. Fossils of a giant ape have 
been found in China. Most scientists believe 
that this giant ape died out several million 
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years ago. But monster buffs think that it may — 


have survived. 


If Bigfoot is an ape it is a very rare one. Itis 


also very shy and good at hiding itself. It lives 
in the mountains, deep forests, or other remote 
regions of the world. 

2. Bigfoot is a primitive form of man. This is 
obviously a more sensational theory. We do 


know that millions of years ago there were 


several different sorts of creatures that were 
somewhere between ape and man. Most of 
these creatures were fairly small, and scientists 
believe that they all died out long ago. But 
some monster buffs think that a giant species 
may have survived. 

Backers of this theory say that Bigfoot looks 
too human to be an ape. He is also too smart 
and too good at hiding himself. According to 


some reports Bigfoot is a meat eater. Most 
known apes eat only fruits and vegetables. A_ 


few will eat meat, but only rarely. 

3. There are several different kinds of Big- 
foot. As you must have noticed, the descrip- 
tions of Bigfoot vary a great deal. According to 
this theory, there are a number of different 
unknown creatures that are lumped under the 
name Bigfoot. Some are apes, others primitive 
forms of man. Different types of Bigfoot live in 
different parts of the world and act differently. 

These three theories are the most popular 
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among monster buffs. But there is one big flaw 
in all of them. It is that no solid proof of Bigfoot 
has ever been found. Bigfoot has never been 
captured alive or dead. The photos that have 
been taken might have been fakes. There are 
no bones, pieces of hide, or anything else that 
prove conclusively that such a creature is real. 

A lot of people find it hard to believe that a 
large unusual-looking creature could stay so 
well hidden for so long. Perhaps it might re- 
main hidden in the Himalaya mountains. They 
are the highest mountains in the world and not 
completely explored even today. But could 
such a creature remain hidden in California or 
Wisconsin? 

The forests in which Bigfoot is supposed to 
live in the United States are rugged. But they 
are also regularly crossed by rangers, hikers, 
and hunters. The wonder here is not that Big- 
foot is seen so often, but that he is seen so 
rarely. If Bigfoot is real, say the skeptics, we 
should have better evidence. That leads to a 
couple of way-out theories. 

4. Bigfoot is a creature from outer space. 
The people who believe this theory say that 
Bigfoot-like creatures are often seen when 
UFOs are sighted. If they were able to go in 
and out of a spacecraft, that would explain why 
they are so hard to find. 

5. Even farther out is the theory that Bigfoot 
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The most common explanation is that Bigfoot is 
some sort of unknown giant ape. Sometimes apes 
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is a creature from another dimension. Now I 
will frankly admit that I’m not sure what 
another dimension is. Science-fiction writers 
picture another dimension as some sort of 
other world that exists along with ours but is 
invisible to us. According to the other- 
dimension theory, at certain times or places a 
“door” to this world opens. Just why or how 
this happens no one can even guess. When this 
“door” opens, Bigfoot or other monstrous 
creatures appear suddenly. They disappear just 
as suddenly as they appeared when the “door” 
closes. That is why none of the monsters have 
ever been captured and why no material evi- 
dence has ever been found. They are not only 
creatures that come from outside of our 
world—they come from outside of our reality. 

There is no way to disprove either the outer- 
space or other-dimension theories. There is no 
way to prove them either. First, one would 
have to prove that spaceships from other 
worlds really are visiting earth or that there is 
such a thing as another dimension. Ideas like 
that you can argue about forever. 

These are all the theories advanced by mon- 
ster buffs. The skeptics have their own 
theories. 

6. Bigfoot is a hoax. There is no doubt that 
there have been plenty of hoaxes in the Bigfoot 
story. Remember the Minnesota Iceman. That 
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may have been the biggest Bigfoot hoax of 
modern times. A lot of other people have con- 
fessed to making false footprints or giving false 
reports. 

Monster buffs get very angry when someone 
says Bigfoot is all a hoax. They say there have 
been too many sightings by too many honest 
people. Besides, someone would have to have 
an unlimited amount of money to pull off a 
hoax as big as Bigfoot, because it has been 
seen all over the country. 

But the hoax theory does not say that Big- 
foot is one single hoax. The skeptics say that 
there have been a lot of little hoaxes. And the 
skeptics say that hoaxes do not account for all 
the sightings. Many of the people who say they 
have seen Bigfoot are perfectly honest, but 
they have made a mistake. 

7. Mistaken identity is the next explanation 
for Bigfoot. Mistakes are easy to make. A per- 
son is walking through the woods. He catches a 
fleeting glimpse of something large and furry 
through the trees. He is badly frightened. He 
has heard about Bigfoot and in his excited state 
he thinks he has seen Bigfoot. But what he 
really saw was a bear. ; 

Still, he tells people he ‘inks he saw Big- 
foot. After all, it is far more exciting t0 say you 
saw Bigfoot than to say you saw a bear. People 
want to hear the story over and over again. 
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Perhaps the local newspaper comes to inter- 
view the person. Bit by bit, the story gets bet- 
ter and better. What started eut-as a furry 
shape becomes more and more distinctly Big- 
foot. A person who changes a story in this way 
is not deliberately lying. We all exaggerate 
some of the time without knowing what we are 
doing. 

Newspaper reporters also exaggerate. No 
one wants to read about a person who has seen 
a bear in the woods. Practically everyone 
wants to read about Bigfoot. So the reporters 
will concentrate on those parts of the story that 
make the experience sound like a Bigfoot sight- 
ing. As the stories are repeated and reprinted, 
the exaggerations become larger and larger. 
Everyone who has ever worked on a news- 
paper knows that this sort of thing happens all 
of the time. 

8. Finally, there is the theory that Bigfoot is 
a myth. What is a myth? There is no exact 
definition, but it is basically a set of shared 
beliefs. A myth is something that we want to 
believe in. Says Dr. John Napier, who has 
studied the Bigfoot problem, “Mythical beasts 
help to channel our anxieties away from dis- 
ease, hunger, war, and other disasters.” At one 
time people believed in mythical creatures like 
fairies, gnomes, or dragons. Today our myth- 
ical creature is Bigfoot. It is more fun to think 


114 


a 


% 
. 


What Is Bigfoot? 


about Bigfoot than to think about inflation or 
tomorrow’s spelling test. 

So there you have some of the most popular 
theories that have been advanced to explain 
Bigfoot. Most scientists who have studied the 
problem believe that Bigfoot is a myth. With- 
out physical proof of the creature that is what 
we should assume too. 

But then one day you may be driving down 
this dark deserted road when suddenly you see 
a large shape along the side of the road. The | 
beam of your headlights illuminates this giant 
hairy creature and... 
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HAVE YOU SEEN BIGFOOT? 


Where do you live? 
New York? California? Bigfoot, America’s 
number one monster, may have been 
spotted.near your home! 


e In New Hampshire, a man and 
his sons were in their truck when a giant, 
hairy creature tried to turn it over... 


¢ In Missouri, two girls eating a picnic 
lunch noticed a terrible smell. 
They looked up to find a monster — half-ape, 
half-man—staring at them. 
It followed them to their car and tried 
to open the doors... 


Bigfoot has been seen all over the United 
States. But is it real? a hoax? 
something we imagine? Nobody knows. 
One thing is sure. Bigfoot has 
probably been reported in your state! 
Read the stories and decide for 
yourself whether you've got a monster 
for a neighbor! 
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